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Graivoron.
I live in a provincial town on the bank of the Vorskla River. It is a beautiful old Russian town. To my mind, there is no place like Graivoron. My native town is really very nice.

More than three hundred years ago there was an old town Graivoron on the bank of the Vorskla. It was founded in 1678 as a fortress for fortifications south frontier of Russia against Turk. The settlemen were pleased by a great number of animals and good lands. Many slaves came from the left side of the Dnepr to this place surving from the Polish land-lords.

Graivoron was the centre of a big territory about 2693 square kilometers. On the coat of arms it was depicted the flying crow on the gold field. In our days this coat of arms is kept.

After the fire in 1848 the town was planned in a new way. The main street became Sumskaya Street (now Lenin Street). Some rich men Dmitrenko, Boldyrev, Bulgakov and Ponedelko made very beautiful buildings in the centre of   Graivoron. The citizens and visitors of the town respond warmly about the architecture of gymnasium for men (now it is the Gymnasium №1) and gymnasium for women (now it is the administrative building of the town).

You can get a great impression about the building in the centre of the town like an old castle with a tower. It’s our children’s sanatorium “Lastochka”.

Graivoron is not the biggest town in Belgorod Region (there are over six thousand people here), but it’s certainly one of the most beautiful town, with parks, gardens, and fine buildings. Some people can’t imagine their lives without theatres, cafes, multistorey houses, and broad avenues. All that is typical for every big industrial city. There are no theatres, multistorey houses, and broad avenues in my town. My parents live here and I’ve spent almost all my life here. You may think that the life in a provincial town is rather dull and far from being interesting. I’ll try to prove that this life has got quite a lot of advantages.

Every morning you get up and breathe in fresh air full of various scents which depend on a season: in summer it is a smell of fresh grass and flowers, in winter it is smell of frost and snow which covers everything with its white thick duvet. My native town becomes especially beautifull in early spring when everything is in blossom. In this time I like to walk along the streets lined with chestnuts, mountain-ashes and limes. If you like flowers, there are two very beautiful parks in the town.

Culture life of our town is rich enough for the district centre. There are two libraries, a music-school, a cinema, a museum, a stadium, a church here. This church is one of the most poetic creations of early Russian architecture which ever come down to us out of the past. It is light and graceful. The citizens of our town have the possibility to choose where to go and what to see. If to speak about sights, the main attraction for most of the visitors has always been Krucha, the most favourite place of both adults and children.

 The main street of our town is not very long but there are lots of modern and old buildings, shops, and cafes in it. You can call any cafe. I am sure you’ll like it if you want to have some ice-cream or coffee or just have a chat with your friends.

For me Graivoron is first of all the homeland of the great scientist-engineer V.G. Shukhov who invented the famous Shabolovskaya tower, new type drawnbridge and many others. My school uses his name. And we are proud of our notable countryman.

I like my native town very much. I want Graivoron to be always beautiful and clean. And I’ll do everything for my native town.

