Reading 
Time: 45 minutes
Task 1
Part 1
Read the first part of the text “Social organisation among animals” and answer questions 1-5
Varieties of social organisation
The palalo – a worm which lives on rocks in the sea – is one of very few animals which never have contact with other members of the same species. Others, such as spiders, are normally solitary.

Some species form social links only for the period while they are rearing their young. Among birds, European robins raise their chicks in a pair, away from other members of their species, while herring gulls form larger groups (colonies) consisting of many pairs living close together, each pair raising their chicks independently.

Many species of fish and birds form large groups, called schools and flocks, respectively, and swim or fly together. Hens attack each other, and eventually establish a hierarchy based on their individual strength. Those at the top of the ‘pecking order’ get to eat before the others. 

Finally, some animals spend most or all of their lives in social groups in which individuals co-operate. Lions, for instance, usually live in a relatively permanent group, called a pride, where some activities, such as hunting, are social, and others, like sleeping, are solitary. 

Bees, wasps and ants live in stable, co-operative groups in which every activity is communal and organised. Worker bees (which are all female) have several jobs in succession, depending on their age. They begin with cleaning duties, and later become soldiers to defend the hive against intruders. Finally they fly out of the hive to collect food. Theirs is a highly complex social organization.
Choose the correct letter:  A, B or C

Which of these animals spends most, but not all, of its life alone?

A palalo

B herring gull

C spider

European robins and herring gulls are different with regard to

A how many birds help to bring up each chick.

B the social organisations in which pairs bring up their young.

C how long they spend together.

What point is made about hens?

A The best fighters eat different kinds of food from weaker hens.

B They live in larger groups than most other species of birds.

C Their social structure gives certain individuals advantages over others.

What is said about the life of lions?

A They live in a group and do some activities together.

B They live separately and come together for some activities.

C They live in a group and do all activities together.

What point is made about worker bees?

A They carry out different tasks as they get older.

B They live in a social structure unlike that of any other animals.

C They could not survive alone.

Part 2

For items 6-10 read the second part of the text “Social organisation among animals”. 
Advantages of social co-operation
The young can be reared more safely in social groups. Birds in a colony tend to lay their eggs around the same time, so all the chicks emerge from the egg almost simultaneously. As an individual predator (an animal that kills and eats other animals) can only consume a finite number of eggs or chicks, each individual is less likely to be eaten. Groups of adult elephants surround all their young, giving each one much greater protection than its parents alone could provide.

Groups are also more effective in bringing up the young. In some species of apes and monkeys, female ‘aunties’ help to look after young which are not their own, while learning how to raise their own young in the future. Lion cubs drink the milk not only of their mother but also of other lionesses in the group, and the range of antibodies that different females provide increases their resistance to disease. 

A group that spreads out in search of food is likely to be more successful than an animal searching alone. When one has found food, others may simply join it, but some species have developed a highly complex form of communication. When a honeybee finds some food it returns to its hive and performs a complex dance to indicate the location of the food to others.

Which FIVE of the following advantages  (marked by A-I) of social co-operation are mentioned in the above passage? Fill in the table using letters A-I in alphabetical order. 
A More eggs can be laid.

B Eggs are more likely to survive.

C There are more adults available to protect the young.

D Individuals can develop skills for later use.

E The young are likely to be healthier.

F Individuals can eat food which others have found.

G The group is more likely to live close to a source of food.

H Lion cubs spend more time with their mothers.

I Insects grow larger when they live in communities.
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Task 2

Read the text and decide for each sentence numbered 11-20 whether it is TRUE, FALSE or the information is NOT GIVEN in the text.

A short history of Mexico City
      Although the central region of Mexico’s high plateau has been inhabited for at least 20,000 years, Mexico City only dates back to the 14th century. The Aztecs, or Mexica, had reached this area in the previous century, eventually settling on an island in Lake Texcoco. Here, in 1325, the city of Tenochtitlan began to take shape.

        The lake was shallow, and during the nearly 200 years until 1519, the Aztecs expanded inhabited area by land refill and the creation of artificial islands. Canals were dug for the transportation of goods and people. Aqueducts were constructed to bring drinking water from natural springs outside the city, dams to protect it against floods, and causeways and bridges to connect the city with the shore. There were many houses, palaces, temples, squares, markets and even a zoo. Perhaps the most striking construction of this period is the Templo Mayor, a double pyramid which still survives. As the capital of an empire stretching from Texas to Honduras, Tenochtitlan was a magnificent and important city. When the Spanish arrived, they called it the ‘Venice of the New World’.

   The Spanish began their conquest of Mexico in 1519 and came close to Tenochtitlan the same year. In 1521, they took control of it, after fierce fighting that destroyed most of the city. A new capital, with a new name, was built on the ruins, using Spanish architectural styles. One part of the lake was filled in to join the island to the shore, and Mexico City became the capital of the wealthiest colony on the Americas, the centre of trade between Spain and China. 

        By the beginning of the 17th century, it was a busy, lively city, with some residents leading a splendid and luxurious way of life. Not everything went well, though: heavy rain in 1629 caused a great deal of destruction, in which many people died, and thousands lost their homes. A large part of the city had to be rebuilt. For much of the century, the residents suffered from social and economic pressures, including serious food shortages, which erupted in riots in 1692. 

        In the 18th century, too, many new buildings were constructed. It was a prosperous period, when the new aristocracy paid for splendid buildings, banquets and balls, not to mention the latest fashions from Europe.

        The rise of Napoleon in the early 19th century led to political changes throughout Europe. An uprising took place in Mexico in 1810, with the aim of ending rule from Spain. This goal was finally achieved in 1821, when Mexico City briefly became the capital of the Mexican Empire. Since 1823, it has been the capital of the Republic of Mexico, apart from a short period, from 1863 to 1867, when the country was again an empire.

In the first few decades of the 20th century, plans were drawn up for the urbanisation of Mexico City; slum-clearance and housing development programmes were introduced, and factories spread through the city. During the 20th century, the population grew fast, and the city is now one of the largest in the world. It has changed a great deal since it was founded nearly 700 years ago. 

Decide for each sentence numbered 11-20 whether it is A (TRUE), B (FALSE)
or the information is C ( NOT GIVEN) in the text.

	TRUE   if the statement agrees with the information in the text above

FALSE  if the statement contradicts the information in the text above 
NOT GIVEN          if there is no information on this in the text above


	А
(True)

	В
(False)

	С (Not given)



	11. Mexico City and the central region of the high plateau have been inhabited for the same length of time.


	
	
	

	12. The Aztecs generally preferred to live on islands.


	
	
	

	13. The area where people lived was artificially increased between 1325 and 1519.


	
	
	

	14. The Spanish had heard of Tenochtitlan before they reached Mexico.


	
	
	

	15. The Aztec inhabitants of Tenochtitlan left when the city was conquered.


	
	
	

	16. Rain destroyed the whole of Mexico City in 1629.


	
	
	

	17. In the 18th century, some residents of Mexico City bought European goods.


	
	
	

	18. Spanish rule of Mexico ended in 1810.


	
	
	

	19. Since 1823, Mexico has always been a republic.


	
	
	

	20. Industrialisation of Mexico City took place in the early part of the 20th century.
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Part 1

Questions 1-6 are based on Text 1

Peer Influences on Achievement

by Laurence Steinberg
By tracking students over a three-year period, we were able to see how they were doing in school at the beginning of the time period, which friends they were spending time with, and whether their school performance and behavior changed over time as a result. By comparing the academic careers of students who began high school with equivalent grades, but who had different sorts of friends during the school years, we were able to see whether the type of friends that adolescents have actually makes a difference in their school performance.
The answer is that it most certainly does, especially in two areas: academic performance and delinquency. Youngsters whose friends were more academically oriented—that is, whose friends had higher grades, spent more time on homework, had higher educational aspirations, and who were more involved in extracurricular activities—did better over the course of high school than students who began school with similar records but who had less academically oriented friends. Similarly, students whose friends were more delinquent—who used more drugs and alcohol and who had more conduct problems—developed more problems themselves over time than did adolescents who began the study with the same behavior profile but who had friends who were less delinquent.
These findings tell us, then, that parents have legitimate reason to be concerned about the qualities and values of their children's friends, especially during early adolescence, when susceptibility to peer influence runs strong. There is also reason to be concerned about the characteristics of the crowd to which an adolescent belongs, since our study found that this influence matters, too. All other things being equal, adolescents who are members of more academically oriented crowds do better in school than other students, whereas those who are members of more alienated crowds do worse and are more likely to get into trouble.
How large a difference do friends make? In one set of analyses, we were able to contrast the influence of best friends with the influence of parents on two important outcomes: the grades in school that the adolescent was getting, and the adolescent's amount of drug and alcohol use. At least by high school, the influence of friends on school performance and drug use is more substantial than the influence of parents' practices at home. Parents may influence their children's long-term educational plans, but when it comes to day-to-day influences on schooling—whether students attend class, how much time they spend on homework, how hard they try in school, and the grades they bring home—friends are more influential than parents.

Decide which of the following statements (items 1 -6) areTrue (A) or False (B). 

1. T
F
The researchers compared groups of students with similar grades.

2. T
F
They compared the students' grades at the beginning of the school year with their 


grades at the end of the year

3. T
F
Students who had academically oriented friends had better grades over the course of 


high school.

4. T
F
Students who had less academically oriented friends had worse grades.

5. T
F
Close friends and crowds both had an important influence on students' grades and 



behavior.

6. T
F
Parents and peers had a similar influence on students' grades.
Part 2

Questions 7-12 are based on Text 2. You are going to read an article about soap operas.  Six sentences have been removed from the brochure. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits in each gap 7-12. There is one extra sentence you do not need to use.

Soap Operas

In the 1930s, when radio was still in its infancy, broadcasting stations in the USA wondered what type of programmes they should put on during the daytime. They came up with the idea of producing serials that would be on the radio every afternoon telling a continuous story. 7. _____________. Knowing that the majority of the audience would be women, the broadcasters decided that the women in the serials would be strong characters and the men weak. The serials were an instant success with listeners. As the radio stations were paid for by advertising, these programmes always carried advertisements and, since one of the most frequently advertised products was soap, the programmes became known as Soaps or Soap Operas.

8. ___________. The BBC had no interest in producing this type of programme but during the Second World War it was thought that the Americans should be shown how well the British people were standing up to the war. 9. ___________. It was called Front Line Family and showed how a typical English family, the Robinsons, were living during the war. 10.___________. The BBC were unwilling to do this but finally agreed and broadcast the programme in Britain, but changed the name to The Robinsons. The programme ran for six years.

Other soaps were introduced later, one telling the life of a doctor’s family and another, The Archers, about life in a country village. The original aim of The Archers was to inform farmers of new developments in agriculture. The serial began in 1951 and is still to be heard on five evenings every week.

Some attempts at soap opera began to appear on television in Britain in the mid-1950s, but it was not until 1961 that the first real soap opera appeared. 11. ___________. The serial, called Coronation Street, was about the lives of people living in a working-class street near Manchester. 12. ___________.

The BBC never managed to produce a really successful soap opera until 1984, when it introduced Eastenders. This programme is about life in the area of the east end of London. For a time it had more viewers than Coronation Street and still rivals it as the most popular programme on the British television. There is a major difference between the two programmes in that Eastenders concentrates on rather depressing realism whilst Coronation Street, although having serious storylines, always contains a strong element of comedy.

A. This was shown not by the BBC, but by commercial television.

B. To keep the listeners’ interest, there would be far more crisis accuring than in real life.

C. Some people in Britain managed to hear the programme and asked for it to be broadcasted for the British audience.

D. It was really by chance that the soap opera appeared in Britain.

E. Although the serial was planned to run for only thirteen weeks, it is still to be seen several nights every week and almost every week has more viewers than any other programme on British television.

F. For this reason, a soap opera was written for the North American service of the BBC.

G. It has always been the most popular programme on television.

Part 3

Questions 13-20 are based on Text 3. You are going to read an article about going to the library in the past. For questions 13-20, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text. 

GOING TO THE LIBRARY IN THE PAST
When I go into our local library, I often watch children looking at the shelves filled with a variety of brightly coloured books. They pick a book, glance through a few of the pages and then almost immediately reject it before beginning to look at another book. I smile to myself for when I was a child in the 1910s, we were never allowed anywhere near the books. They were kept in some remote corner of the building to which only the librarian had access.

How, you may ask, did we manage to choose the book which we wanted to borrow? Well, immediately to the right of the entrance was a room which served two purposes: it was a reading room for the older members of the community and it contained catalogues in alphabetical order of the titles and authors of the books kept in the library. Using these, all one had to do was to write out a list of the books required. However, since most of us knew very few authors by name, and even fewer book titles, the whole process of borrowing a book was based upon guesses. There was no possibility of looking through the first few pages to help us form an opinion, no looking at illustrations to discover if a book might arouse our interest.

Even now I recall almost with pain some of the selections my friends and I made. We learned with dismay that titles often gave little guidance as to what the book was about. If we could have returned the book the next day, our irritation would have been considerably reduced, but this was not possible. The librarian did not allow us to bring back any book until we had kept it for at least a week.

Having written out your list, you presented it to the librarian. If you thought your troubles were finished, you were sadly mistaken. Your hands were inspected to make sure they were clean. More than once, one or other of us was sent out of the library and told to return when we had washed our hands.

Once the librarian was satisfied that we were clean enough, she would disappear into another room and return with the first book on our list which was available. When a book was returned, she would make a thorough inspection of the pages to make sure that it had not been damaged in any way. At least that way we never got blamed for something we had not done.

Although the librarian appeared very strict and frightening to a small boy, I owe her and the man who gave the library to the town an immense debt of gratitude. They led me into the land of story, romance and adventure, which in years to come brightened many a dull day.

13 According to the first paragraph, how is life different for children today from life for children in the 1910s?

A   They always get what they want. 

B   They have a wider choice of books. 

C   They are allowed to behave badly. 

D   They spend more time reading books.

14  It was difficult for children to know which books to choose because

A   there was no list of authors.

B   the illustrations did not interest them.

C   there were only a few book titles.

D   they could not see the books in advance.

15  How did children find out which books were available in the library?

A   They had to write out a list.

B   They had to ask the librarian.

C   They had to look through the catalogues.

D   They had to order them.

16 What does the writer say about book titles?

A   Nobody knew any of them.

B   They told us what books were about. 

C   There were not very many of them. 

D   They were not very helpful.

17 What rule was there about returning a book to the library?

A   You had to keep it until the following day.

B   You had to return it within a week. 

C   You had to keep it for a week or more. 

D   You had to return it by the following day.

18 What did the librarian do as soon as she had received a child's list?

A   She looked at the children's hands.

B    She sent all the children away to wash their hands.

C   She washed the children's hands.

D   She asked the children if their hands were dirty.

19
Why does the author think that it was a good idea for the librarian to check the books carefully when they were returned?

A   She would be able to find out why you had damaged the book.

B   You would not be accused of damaging a book that was already damaged.

C   She would be able to find out if somebody else had damaged the book.

D   You would not be blamed if you had damaged a book.

20
Why is the writer grateful to the librarian?

A   She helped open up the world of literature to him.

B   She told him wonderful stories.

C   She helped to cheer him up when he was older.

D   She made him feel like an adult.
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